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Rodeo 

Malorie Paine 

M a nag in a Edi to r, Erin t 

Hie rodeo is back in town 
and with it comes the snorting, 
stomping, bucking and more. 
Last year marked the eighth 

year in a row that UTM w r as 

■> 

selected as the “Rodeo of the 
Year/’ and they look to continue 
their mark of excellence this 
year as well. The rodeo will be 
a three-day event beginning on 
Thursday, April 10. It w r ill begin 
each night at 7:30 p.m. and 
will be held at the MeW her ter 
Agricultural Complex. 

Schools with teams competing 
in this event include UTM, 
Missouri Valley College, Murray 
State LJniversity, West Alabama 
Un iversity, Troy University, 
Cossatot Community College, 
University of Arkansas at 
Monti cello. Southern Arkansas 
University, East Mississippi 
Community College, Northwest 
Mississippi Community College 
and Three Rivers Community 
College. 

Tie UTM mens team is 
currently leading the Ozark 
Region by nearly 1,300 points 
and is No. 2 overall in the nation 
with 5,885 cumulative points, 
trailing the No. 1 team by only 


149 points. Tie women’s team 
is currently ranked sixth in the 
Ozark region with 1,080 points. 

“We don’t even look at points, 
we just try to do the best we can 
with what weVe got. Good Lord 
willing, we’ll do great, but we 
don’t even look at the points. If 
you go to dwell on the points, it’s 
not good. You just have to make 


the best runs and rides you can. 
Good Lord willing, the rest will 
take care of itself,” said UTM 
Rodeo head coach John Luthi. 

UTM also has multiple 
individuals with high standings 
in the Ozark Region. Will 
Luminus, Clark Adcock and 
Jacob Dagenhart hold second, 
third and sixth places, respectively 


for the Men’s All-around. 

Tyler Waltz holds the lead 
in Bareback Riding with 955 
points, while Tanner Phipps and 
James Kitaif hold fifth and sixth 
place respectively. 

In the Bull Riding event, 
Matthew Smith and Jerry 

See Rodeo, Page 20 
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-EDITORIAL- 

Summer body secret: Sleeping 


At long last there has come 
a day in Martin that isn't “coat 
weather.” 

It took until April to finally 
feel it, but it seems spring is 
finally upon us at UTM. Also t 
as evidenced by the fact that two 
trays of homemade cupcakes 
had remained in our office for 
almost two days before being 
eaten, students are working on 
the annual “summer body.” 

Sure, not partaking in a 
delicious cupcake is a decent 
start to improving the waistline, 


Natalie Bates_ 

Slaff Writer 

Lets think about this for a 
second: we’re not in iiigh school; 
were in college. Why are you 
skipping out on your education? 

Do you ever feel tired in class 
and you want to nap for a second? 
I can understand. Have you ever 
felt so hungry that you needed 
something to eat immediately? 
1 understand that too. Ever have 
an emergency and have to leave 
class? Don’t let me stand In your 
way; go. 

On second thought, wait just 
a moment. How do we know 
whether its an emergency or 
not? For example, you might 
judge the student in the corner 
who does nothing but sleep* or 
the one who decides to- not to 


but even more helpful is 
introducing a regular sleep cycle. 

We at 77ft 1 Pacer don’t claim to 
be doctors, but Michael Breus, 
PhD, does, 

"When you don’t get enough 
sleep, it drives leptin levels 
down, which means you don’t 
feel as satisfied after you eat. 
Lack of sleep also causes ghrelin 
levels to rise, which means your 
appetite is stimulated, so you 
want more food,” Breus said in 
a WebMD article titled "Hie 
Dream Diet: Losing Weight 


even pay attention in class. Yet, 
maybe this person already studied 
the chapter. This is why you can’t 
stereotype people. 

However, despite the possible 
excuses, one should still strive 
to do his or her best to pay 
attention and not skip class. It 
is still not right to sleep in class 
and disrespect your teacher by not 
paying attention. 

I’ve seen people who walk out 
of class or don’t even go because 
they don’t feel like it or they’re 
not ready for a test. Sure, even I’ve 
thought of skipping a tew classes, 
but then I think, “Lm not on any 
type of financial aid. If I mess up, 
I know I’ll be sent home for a year, 
and I’ll be on suspension from any 
university.” Does the fact that 
people think I’m well-off mean I 
should go to class to be approved 


While You Sleep,” 

In other words, when your 11 1 m 
hungry” and "I'm full" hormones 
are not properly doing their jobs, 
you can almost always predict 
what happens next: overeating. 

The solution? A full 
nights rest, of course. It may 
seem impossible to get the 
recommended eight hours right 
now, especially with finals right 
around the corner, but planning 
ahead and getting a few extra 
winks might make all the 
difference this summer. 


of by my parents? No, I go to class 
because I worked hard to get into 

UTM. 

If you have no interest in school, 
sleep all the time and leave right 
in the middle of a lecture, I don’t 
get it. What in the world makes 
you so special that you get to 
leave just because you’re bored? 
While everyone works his or her 
butt off getting an education, 
you’re skipping out on something 
you paid tor. While the teachers 
might ignore your behavior, most 
students notice. 

If you walk out of class because 
you were bored,you don’t have my 
regards. You’re giving people that 
really need to get out of class a bad 
name. I understand it there is an 
emergency and you have to leave, 
but this isn’t high school, where 
you can just waltz out on your 


Besides, resting your body 
sounds like a far superior 
solution to starving your body 
anyway. After all, we’re going 
to need our energy if we are 
to make it through finals week 
when it actually arrives. 

So in lieu of skipping meals, 
why not skip Netflix binges and 
other all-nighters in front of 
a computer screen this April? 
Who knows, maybe the best 
work von can do for your body 
this summer is practically 
nothing at all, just plenty of rest. 


education. You’re walking out on 
something that can change your 
life for the better. Some people 
drop out of school or flunk. Some 
people just don’t want to go to 
school, and you know what, that’s 
perfectly fine with me. 

My regards go out to them for 
making their own choices, but you 
have a chance to make something 
that most parents fight for you to 
have. I’m not saying you’re more 
valuable than the next person, but 
I’m saying you are somewhere 
people wish they could be, in 
school. 

Be proud of where you are. 
Go to class, pop a sit and pay 
attention, even if you have one 
of those lecturing teachers who 
repeats themselves. At least show 
them and yourself that you care 
about where you are. 


the 
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Haslam’s Promise: Not yet worth keeping 


Bradley Springfield 

Managing Editor, Online 

In theory, the idea of a free 
education is wonderful, but I 
have two major concerns with 
Gov. Bill Ha si a ms Tennessee 
Promise. 

First of all, according to the 
Drive to 55 website, any high 
school senior who graduates 
from an eligible Tennessee 
high school, or completes 
a Tennessee home school 
program, is eligible to receive 
the Promise. 

Tie only other deciding 
factor for who does and who 
doesn't get the Promise will be 
where you apply. In its current 
form, schools will accept 
half of the applicants for the 
Promise. 


I fear that with 
the requirements 
at such a low level, 
Tennessee colleges 
could turn into 
degree factories 
instead of facilities 
of higher learning. 

With no real qualifications, 
other than the ability to 
successfully graduate high 
school in a state that has 
become widely known for 
some of the best roads and 
some of the worst education 


in the U.S., the Promise is 
set to be more of a handout 
to under achievement than an 
opportunity for hardworking 
students. 

If a student is successful 
in attaining the Tennessee 
Promise, there is a set criteria 
that he or she must meet 
during his or her academic 
careers. 

Students will have to attend 
all of their scheduled meetings, 
attend a mandatory college 
orientation, begin college 
the fall directly after high 
school, continue attending 
for consecutive semesters, 
complete the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid, 
FAS FA, by Feb. 1 of each year, 
complete at least eight hours 
of co mm uni tv service each 
semester and maintain at least 


12 credit hours of class each 
semester. 

These requirements 1 
don’t have a problem with. 
However, I have a serious 
problem with the last 
re quire me n t: 11 [ S tu d e n t s mu s t ] 
maintain sati sfacto ry ac ad e m ic 
progress. At most institutions, 
this is the equivalent of 
maintaining a 2.0 GPA each 
semester," 

At UTM, and most other 
schools across the state, a 2.0 
GPA is literally 0.01 point 
from academic probation. 
While I agree that more 
students, especially those in 
financially tough situations, 
deserve the ability to attend 
college to get a degree, I 
believe they should have to 
have more than the academic 
equivalent of a pulse to do so. 


I believe that the reason the 
standards are so low to receive 
the Promise is because Gov, 
Ha si am is simply trying to 
recklessly meet his self-set 
quota with no regard for the 
consequences. 

The way the Promise is now, 
it is likely to turn Tennessee 
into a state that hands out 
degrees much like high 
schools have for years. 1 fear 
that with the requirements at 
such a low level, Tennessee 
colleges could turn into degree 
factories instead of facilities of 
higher learning. 

While I somewhat half¬ 
heartedly applaud the 
Governors efforts to get more 
students in college, I sincerely 
hope he will reconsider the 
current requirements. 


CULTURE SERIES 


ime management habits in US vs. Spain 


Eric Brand_ 

Viewpoint Editor 

If you’re anything like me, 
you absolutely can’t stand 
being late to anything. 1 
know people who are late 
everywhere they go and 1 still 
don’t understand why that 
doesn’t just drive them crazy. 

People like me apparently 
do not exist in Spain, so when 
1 went there last summer to 
satisfy my minor in Spanish, 
1 had a lot of adjusting to do. 

You see, in Spain, the 
phrase “at 7 o’ clock" is more 
commonly interpreted as 
"around 7 o’ clock", meaning 
as long as it’s not 5, you made 
it on time. This started off an 


infuriating cultural difference, 
but once 1 developed the 
Spanish mindset, it started to 
make sense. 

It’s not that the Spaniards 
have nowhere to be during the 
day, but as long as what needs 
to be done does get done, 
there’s no need for a timetable 
in most cases. Of course my 
journalist friend in Spain 
likely works on a much more 
concrete schedule, but her line 
of work relies on deadlines. 

Let me give you an example 
of this “Spanish mindset" 
1 mentioned earlier. In 
Spain, there is a time called 
“sobremesa” that takes place 
after a large meal. It wouldn’t 
do me any good to translate 
the word literally since there is 


no one-word translation into 
English, but it’s pretty easy to 
describe, it’s time spent after 
a meal chatting, watching 
TV, playing cards or drinking 
coffee before going back to 
work. 

See what 1 mean about the 
Spanish mindset? Of course 
there’s a word for killing time 
after a meal. Of course it 
would happen often enough 
that employers accept it as 
part of the average workday. 
After all, if the work gets 
done, what s the matter with a 
little free time? 

However, before you begin 
to think that perhaps the U.S. 
should adopt this mentality 
in some capacity, let me make 
something clear. For the entire 


I like being 
on a concrete 
schedule here in 
the U.S., but I will 
always appreciate 
the difference in 
time management 
in Spain. 

time 1 was in Spain, the sun 
rose early in the morning, but 
set around 10 P.M. In other 
words, the days in Spain last 
much longer, or at least they 


did while 1 was there. 

It should come as no surprise 
then, when Spaniards say they 
have plenty of time to get 
things done considering just 
how long the day is. Even I 
found myself in no hurry to be 
anywhere because I knew the 
sun would be up much longer 
than 1 had the energy to stay 
awake for. 

1 like being on a concrete 
schedule here in the U.S., but 
1 will always appreciate the 
difference in time management 
in Spain, Obligations in Spain 
never felt stressful, which is 
something I only w r ish I could 
say about my obligations now. 
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Take tome to travel^ get out of town 



Torn! M. Parrish 

Faculty Adviser 

1 have a key ring that reads: 
“Some days all I want to be is a 
missing person." 

In times of great stress 
and fatigue — like now, for 
instance — 1 really do want to 
“go missing” for a little while, 
WeVe reached the point of 
the semester when everything 
is due and no one has time to 
do much more than survive the 
next assignment. 

Clearing the mind for an hour 
or two or five, however, might 
help all of us handle the rest of 
the semester better. We’ve got a 
three-day weekend coming up 
for Easter, as well as that final 
weekend before finals. 

Other than sleep, getting 
out of town for a bit would be 
a lovely option to relieve the 
stress and fatigue. A change of 
scenery, a road trip, shall we say, 
to somewhere else, anywhere 
else, would be good, as long as 
it's legal and doesn’t cost much. 

For example, go to a park 
and swing on the swings 
or play on the slide. No 
one should ever be too old 
to swing or slide, though 
older folks may physically 
regret it the next day. Sit 
on a bench and contemplate 
the flora and fauna. Listen 
to the music of water in a 
fountain. On a warm day, go 
no farther than the splash 
pad in downtown Martin. 

Those who like to bike or 
hike, or learn new things, can 
find plenty of other places 
to go nearby. Reelfoot Lake 
offers boardwalks and eagles, 
along with seismic education 
on the New Madrid fault line. 
Camping is available there and 
at Paris Landing State Park on 
Kentucky Lake. Before you get 


to Paris Landing, check out the 
replica L iff el Tower in Paris, or 
tour the Paris Winery. 

Keep driving past Paris 
Landing, across the lake, and 
on to Dover, home of Fort 
Donelson National Battlefield. 
It features lots of Civil War 
history and a great view of the 
Cumberland River. 

Within an hour or so to the 
north of Martin is Columbus- 
B el mo lit State Park on a bluff 
above the Mississippi River. 
Paducah, Ky., features the 


National Quilt Museum, or 
head across to the Illinois side 
of the Ohio River and visit 
the Superman Museum in 
Metropolis. Fort Massac is 
nearby on the Ohio River. 

An adventure in dining can 
be had at Lambert’s Cafe in 
Sikeston, Mo., “the only home 
of throwed rolls." Yes, indeed, 
bread will be lobbed at your 
head during dinner. 

Of course, a bit closer to 
campus, the Discovery Park 
of America in Union City 


showcases much of the area’s 
history, culture and science, 
among other things, in its 
numerous exhibits. 

For those who like the 
food, games, parades and 
music associated w r ith 
festivals, three are coming 
up soon. From April 18-28 
is the World's Biggest Fish 
Fry in Paris; from April 26- 
May 3 is the Tennessee Iris 

B 1 

Festival in Dresden; and 
for those who have nothing 
to do between finals and 


Maymester, consider the 
West Tennessee Strawberry 
Festival in Humboldt 
planned for May 4-10. 

I’ve barely scraped the surface 
of interesting things going on 
near Martin. Do some Web 
searches and find other places 
off the beaten path that cost 
little and give lots in terms of 
rest and relaxation. 

Meanwhile, hang in there — 
the semester is nearly finished. 

And when it is, 1 think 1’il just 
jump in my Jeep and jet. 
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Parents’ roles make difference with college students 


Cara Chadwick 

Guest Writer 

College students come from all 
different kinds of homes. Some 
conic from homes where parents 
are like the students’ best friends, 
while other college students come 
from homes with parents who 
are hoverers. They never let the 
student leave their side without 
knowing exactly what they are 
doing and exactly who they are 
going to be with. 

Many college students find that 
hard to believe, because they think 
that only happens to children that 
are in middle and high school. 
A new study in the Journal oi 
Child and Family Studies found 
that being overly involved in your 


grown-up kids’ lives can do more 
harm than good. Many parents 
think that hovering over their child 
will help them succeed and do 
better in life when in all reality, it 
actually hurts them and can cause 
depression and incompetence 
in their child’s day-to-day life, 
according to healthlandtime.com. 

Some students' parents have 
found a healthy balance, however. 
Senior Communications major 
Danielle Webber said that 
her parents push Iter towards 
excellence while encouraging 
independence. 

11 My parents still try to push me 
to do my best, but they also respect 
that I am in college doing my own 
thing,"Webber said. 

On the other hand, some 


students have “helicopter” parents, 
meaning that the parents are 
present in many parts of the 
student’s daily life. Freshman 
Intregrated Studies major Katelyn 
Taylor feels that she has parents 
like this. 

“My parents are definitely 
helicopter parents. I believe that 
some helicopter parents can hover 
too much and cause their child to 
hide stuff and potentially become 
wild in th elr older age. However, I 
think that parents who don't hover 
cause their child to do actions that 
get the wrong type of attention, 11 
Taylor said. 

According to Forbes Magazine, 
professors have a higher sense oi 
respect for college students that 
handle their grades and. class work 


for themselves. When parents try 
contacting the professor about 
their child’s grades, professors see 
that as a student being too afraid 
to talk to the professor. 

Assistant Professor of 
Communications Dr. Teresa 
Collard expressed that luckily, 
she doesn’t see many helicopter 
parents in her line of work. 

“We don’t have a lot of helicopter 
parents in the Communications 
Department,” Collard said. 

“Sometimes [these kinds 
ofj parents slow their students 
down in terms of independence. 
However, millennials have a closer 
relationship with their parents 
over other generations so they 
often want their parents there, 
which complicates the helicopter 


situation. Ultimately, students who 
attend a university need to be able 
to stand on their own two feet and 
make mature and independent 
decisions about their academic 
career, Tie most supportive 
parents are the ones who let their 
child make such decisions.” 

Most parents are not the typical 
“helicopter parents,” but there 
are still some students who have 
to deal with it. Some parents do 
everything for their child such 
as filling out financial aid info, 
signing up for classes and paying 
all of their bills. Other parents 
expect their child to pay for 
everything and still keep up-to- 
date on all of their school work and 
activities. 
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Speakers offer African 
views of South Sudan 


Eric Brand 

SPJ Correspondent 

Lem my Ejorewoia and Pierre 
Mopo Gonhameu, both natives 
o f Africa, will b e giving first-hand 
accounts of their experiences in 
Africa at 6:15 p.m. April 10 at 
UTM's Watkins Auditorium in 
the Boling University Center. A 
reception will follow the event. 

Ejorewoia was hired by the 
U.N, to teach English, art, music 
and physical education at the 
Lost Boys Kakuma Refugee 
Camp from 2000-2004 and will 
speak on his time as a teacher 
at the refugee camp and why 
the U.S. should still care about 
what goes on in South Sudan. 
Gonhameu, a senior marketing 
major, has played basketball at 
UTM since 2010. 

Hie event, sponsored by 
the UTM student chapter of 
the Society of Professional 
Journalists, will explore the 
technological overhaul planned 
for South Sudan, the world's 
youngest nation located in 
Africa. Hie South Sudanese 
secession from Sudan in 2011 
lead to the formation of a 
country with a literacy rate that 

s’ 



is among the lowest in the world, 
with only 27 percent of the male 
population and even less of the 
female population able to read. 

Also speaking at this event will 
be Dr. Trisha Capansky, UTM 
assistant professor of English 
and modern foreign languages. 

Capansky will be discussing 
the cultural changes likely 
to occur after introducing 
technological communication to 
a nation that primarily relies on 
spoken and occasionally radio 
communication. 

Hie U.S., in return for access 
to South Sudan’s oil reserves, 
is planning to have digital 
communication replace oral 
communication in the country 
within a three-year time frame. 
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Crime on Campus report shows drop in UTM crime 


Malorie Paine 

Managing Editor, Print 

Hie Tennessee Bureau of 
Investigation released its 2013 
Crime on Campus report on 
Friday, April 4. 

“The report is based on data 
submitted to the TBI through 
the Tennessee Incident Based 
Re porti ng Sy ste m* TIB RS, 
program that collects data on all 
crimes occurring in Tennessee. 
All law enforcement agencies as 
well as colleges and universities 
are mandated to report crime 
statistics to the TBI/' said TBI 
Director Mark Gwyn. 

The Crime on Campus report 
gives a detail description of 
all crimes, which occur on all 
college campuses across the state 
ofTennessee. 

Each campus is broken down 
into two sections: Group A 
offenses and Group B offenses. 

“Group A is the most serious 
by category and then they are 
further broken down, 1 'said Capt. 
Ray Coleman of the UTM 
Office of Public Safety. 

Group A includes offenses 
such as homicide* kidnapping 
and abduction, sex offenses 
(forcible)* robbery assault* 
arson, extortion and blackmail* 
burglary, larceny and 
theft, motor vehicle theft, 
cou n ter fei ti ng and forge r v, 
fraud* embezzlement* stolen 
property* destruction* damage 
and vandalism* drug and 
narcotic violations* sex offenses 
(non- fore ib le ) * porno graphy 
and obscene material, 
gambling, prostitution* human 
trafficking, bribery and weapon 
law violations. 

All reported numbers are 
based on an average of per 1,000 
students. This allows for as 
accurate of a comparison across 
the state as possible. 

“If you look at sex offenses 
(forcible), we had two reported. 
Then* look over in the next 
section, it says ‘cleared/ Those 
are ones that have either been 
arrested or the person has been 
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identified as being the culprit. 
They are cleared by either arrests 
or having knowledge of where 
the person is who committed 
the crime, 51 Coleman said. 

Thirty-nine drug and narcotics 
offenses were reported, of which 
24 were drug and narcotic 
violations and 15 were drug and 
narcotic equipment violations. 

“A lot of times those tie in 
together. A lot of times if you 
have marijuana, you have a pipe, 
but we have to report those 
se parately* ” C ole man said. 

Hie second largest number 
of offenses in Group A was 
larceny and theft. A total of 
30 offenses were reported with 
19 of those being in the “theft 
from building 55 category with 5 
of those being cleared. 

According to the crime on 
campus report, the next highest 
Group A offenses were those in 
the assault category 

“We had 21 assault offenses, 
that’s the total. They are 
broken down to aggravated 
assault, simple, intimidation 
and stalking. ... Even if a 
person does tit want to press 
charges* we still report it, 1 ' 


Coleman said. 

One aggravated assault 
offense was reported and that 
offense was also cleared. Four 
intimidation offenses were 
reported with two of those being 
cleared. There were 16 total 
simple assault offenses reported 
with 11 of those cleared. There 
were no offenses of stalking 
reported. 

“Stalking has to have 
more than one occurrence of 
somebody being in the area 
or taking action against a 
person. Mostly those go into 
intimidation," Coleman said. 

There were 20 destruction, 
damage and vandalism offenses 
reported with five of them 
being cleared; five burglary 
offenses were reported* one 
of which was cleared. UTM 
had one reported stolen 
property offense reported* and 
it was cleared. Tire re were 
four reported weapon law 
violations* three of which were 
cleared. 

“Weapons can involve a lot of 
things. It could involve firearms, 
bow and arrows or anything used 
in the commission of a crime. 


Tire simple possession of it could 
also be a crime," Coleman said. 

Group B offenses are those 
that are less serious. Group B 
involves writing bad checks, 
breaking curfew or vagrancy, 
disorderly conduct* DUI, 
dr unke mi e ss, fam ily- non 

j 

violent* liquor law violations, 
peeping Tom* trespassing and 
all other offenses* which are not 
included in Group A. 

In 2013* there were 75 reported 
liquor law violation offenses. 

“Those include referrals to 
student affairs or where we 
issued citations. They are both 
recorded as arrests, 55 Coleman 
said. 

UTM ranks in the top 4 in 
Group A offenses per 1,000 
population and first in index 
crimes. Index crimes are those, 
which are identified as serious 
crimes against a person and 
include murder, robbery* sexual 
assault* arson, motor vehicle 
theft, burglary* theft, aggravated 
assault and kidnapping. 

“We are highest in clearest 
rates in Group A and index 
crimes; the state average is at 
33 percent at clearance rates for 


Group A offenses, and we are at 
57 percent. The clearance rate 
for index crimes is 13 percent* 
and w r e are at 29 percent. 
Understand* the vast majority 
of those are opportunity thefts* 
and they are hard to solve 
sometimes, 15 Coleman said. 

UTM experienced a drop in 
several of the sections compared 
to the 2012 report. In 2012* 
there w r ere 41 reported offenses 
of larceny and theft, 17 burglary 
offenses* two kidnapping 
offenses and 105 liquor law 
violation offenses reported. 
Coleman says he believes the 
drop in offenses is based on 
nothing that Department of 
Public Safety has done, rather 
that It is based on the students, 
staff", faculty and surrounding 
community members. 

“The reason our crime stats are 
low is because of the great people 
who work here, attend here and 
live around the community. 

j 

It has nothing to do with us* 
we just have good folks who 
are attending school here and 
working he re * n Coleman said. 
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UAC sponsors I Heart UTM week 


Bradley Stringfleld 

Managing Editor, Online 

The first I Heart UTM 
Week, presented by the 
Undergraduate Alumni Center, 
is slated for April 21-24. 

The event, which coincides 
with the last week of classes at 
UTM, is set to be a weeklong 
celebration of UTM for 
students, stall" and faculty. 

Ll l think this is something 
that we can start a good 
tradition on,” said Andrew 
Hart, Assistant Director 
of Alumni Relations and 
Annual Giving and main 
advisor for UAC. “Its a great 
time to do it, especially with 
it being the last day of classes 
and that you have a different 
theme everyday, a different 
focus of why you should love 
your university. 

On Monday, April 21, from 
4-7 p.m. at Pacer Pond, the 
Mike Munkel BBCf will be 
going on. The first hundred 
students who bring three 
canned goods will receive a 
free I Heart UTM tank top. 

There will also be a table set up 
outside of the University Center 
for students to fill out signs 


explaining why they love UTM. 

Tuesday, which is being 
known as Athletics Day, will 

j - F 

feature a softball game between 
UTM and MTSU scheduled 
for 4 p.m. The softball team 
has partnered with UAC to 
giveaway gifts to some of the 
fans in attendance. 

On Wednesday, the Senior 
Drive Thru will occur. Seniors 
will be encouraged to drive 
through the parking lot of 
Dunagan Alumni Center to 
receive a free alumni decal, 
as w r ell as an Orange Crush 
and a blueberry muffin. That 
portion of the day’s events 
will be happening from 10 
a.m. until 2 p.m. 

Prior to the start of the 
Senior Walk, there will be a 
table set up outside of the UC 
for students to fill out thank 
you cards to their soon-to-be 
former professors 

'A handwritten note to 
professors, we thought would 
go a long way," Hart said. “Just 
to thank them for anything 
they did for them while they 
were here.” 

Members of UAC will 
then deliver the letters to the 
professors. 


The day will conclude with 
the Senior Walk, which will 
start at 3:45 p.m. and end when 
the students arrive at the Elam 
Center for commencement 
practice at 4 p.m. 

An ice cream social, 
sponsored by the Office of 
Housing, will happen outside 
of the University Villages 
between 3-5 p.m. on Thursday. 

The week’s festivities will 
conclude on Friday with 
various Campus Rec games 
going on in the quad. There will 
be free popcorn and Chick- 
Fil-A sweet tea to those in 
attendance. 

Hart said that everyone has 
been very supportive of the 
idea. 

“Everyone has been very 
supportive. When I called 
housing to ask if they 
would sponsor an ice cream 
social, they were on board 
immediately. Pepsi donated 
the Orange Crush to give 
out at the Senior Drive Thru. 
It’s been overwhelmingly 
positive.” 

For more information on I 
Heart UTM Week, contact 
Hart at ahart@utfi.org. 


Classified ad: 

1 room at The 
Reserve at 
Martin 

May-Juiy 
$399 per 
month 

Private 
bath, utilities 
included and 
furnished 

Contact: 
Bradley String fie Id 
brakstri@ut.utm. 
edu 


Janice Mixon McDaniel 

3 BR, 2 Bath 
DELUXE 
Apartments 

All appliances included, 
plus W/D, DW & 
microwave! Plenty of 
parking & storage: 
yard work included; 
access to basketball 
court, volleyball 
area, baseball 
diamond & covered 
picnic area. 

-Close to UTM- 
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Through an African’s Eyes 
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Mike Munkel BBQ planned for April 21 



_ 


Senior history major Gabriel Arroyo celebrates the SA.E team win at the Double 
Dare Challenge that happened last year. This year’s barbecue will also feature a 
Double Dare Challenge obstacle course. | Pacer Photo / Malone Paine 


Dining Services who died in 


Alex Jacobi_ 

Executive Editor 

Continuing a UTM tradition, 
the 9th annual Mike Munkel 
BBQ, hosted by Student 
Activities Council (SAC) and 
Sodexo, will take place from 
4 p.m. to 7 p.m. on April 21 at 
Pacer Pond. 

In order to build up support 
for the event, Sodexo will close 
the Food Court and Skyhawk 
Cafe at that time and will accept 
Skyhawk Card swipes for food 
at the event for those who have 
meal plans. For others, it will cost 
$7. The event is open to anyone. 

The event will include not only 
the opportunity to eat barbecue, 
but will also feature activities for 
students, including a Double 
Dare Challenge, which can be 
signed up for at https://orgsync. 
com/861/forms/10243 7. In 

addition, there will be magician 
and balloon artist Dave Evans 
and a station called Relaxation 
101 j featuring an oxygen bar and 
massage chairs. 

Executive Chair of SAC Jesse 
Kowalewski thinks of the event 
as a celebration. 

“Tire Munkel Barbecue is a 
celebration in honor of Mike 
Munkel and could also be seen 


as a celebration of the end of the 
semester/' Kowalewski said. 

“Students should come to eat 
some delicious barbecue, relax at 
the massage station, breathe easy 
in the oxygen bar and participate 
in the Double Dare Challenge.” 

Kowalewski hopes to make 
this year even more entertaining 
than the last. 

“In comparison to last year, 
this year's barbecue will have 
more entertainment, more food 
and a more intense Double Dare 
Challenge/' Kowalewski said, 

Sodexo Dining Service 
Manager BJ. Long said that 
there would also be several food 
options, including barbecue 
bologna, pulled pork, chicken, 
baked beans, cold slaw, brownies, 
cookies and watermelon. In 
addition, vegan and vegetarian 
options will be present. 

Long said that Sodexo has 
considered doing a cooking 
competition but has strayed from 
that idea in order to keep the 
atmosphere more relaxing. 

“Last year we decided not to 
have a cooking competition; 
we just let students come out 
and tailgate and relax. So we 
decided to go with the very same 
tradition this year. And I think 
that's a good way to go, because 
[last year] they really did enjoy 


it. There was no stress as far as 
having a competition; everyone 
just kicked back and had a good 
time,” Long said. 

He added that a relaxing 
atmosphere is just what Mike 
Munkel, the former director of 


October 2005, embodied. 

“If you knew Mike, he was 

j f 

a really easy-going, fun-loving 
character. He worked here as 
a long time as the director [of 
Dining Services]. He did a lot 


for the students and he had a 
lot of fun just watching students 
have fun, and that's really what 
this event is about, just kicking 
back and having a good time,” 
Long said. 


Rodeo week offers additional activities 


Jamie Arnett 

Guest Writer 

The City of Martin and UTM 
are in full swing gearing up for 
the 46th annual UTM Rodeo. 

Local businesses have joined 
together to sponsor additional 
events during Rodeo Week such 
as a window decorating contest. 

"We are excited to bring part of 
the rodeo to historic downtown 
Martin. It is great to see the 
community and small businesses 
show their support of their 
university and the UTM rodeo 
team/' said Brad Thompson, 
City of Martin's director of 


Community Development. 

The Rodeo Week window 
decorating contest consisted of 12 
businesses in historic downtown 
Martin community decorating 
windows, doors, and store fronts. 
The decorations included pictures 
from past rodeos, saddles, hay 
and even a jail house storefront, 

The contest was judged on 
Monday, April 7; Christie's 
Photography won first, Vicki's 
Designer Touch was awarded 
second and St. Charles Florist 
won third. The contestants were 
judged on five categories with 10 
points, with a total possible score 
of 50. The categories included 


creativity, theme, presentation, 
rodeo spirit and overall 
appearance. 

Businesses that participated 
were: Christie's Photography, 
Monograms and More, Live Oak, 
State Farm Insurance, Vicki's 
Designer Touch, St.. Charles, 
The Shoe Shack, The Sideline, 
Looking Glass Coffee, Kirkland's 
Antiques, Gifts, Interiors, and 
Lighting, Moms 2B Maternity, 
and Cow T ert, Sargent, Reesee 
CPA. 

Each year, rodeo week is 
officially kicked-off' with the 
annual crawfish boil at the 
American Legion in Martin. 


This will begin at 5:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, April 9. The cost is 
$10 per person or $25 per family. 

“There is just something special 
about Martin's UTM rodeo 
week. The week is kicked off” 
with the crawfish supper which 
Is more like family reunion ,then 
3 nights of action packed rodeo 
and then a scholarship auction 
that helps keep these great 
cowboys and cowgirls continuing 
their education. Most of all 
though is the continued great 
support of the community. We 
will never be able to express the 
appreciation and gratitude for all 
they do not only during this week 


but throughout the entire year,” 
Katie Brooks said. Brooks serves 
on the Rodeo Booster Club. 

Thompson hopes that people 
will show support on Saturday as 
well for the scholarship auction 
and free community barbecue. 

■s 

This is the first year that the 

barbecue will be moved out 

of the university and made a 

community event, 

>■ 

“We want everyone to come 
out Saturday, April 12 to Festival 
Park in downtown Martin to 
enjoy live music, free barbecue 
and participate in the live 
auction. It is sure to be a great 
time,”Thompson said. 
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UTM 'LIGHTS IT UP' 

TISL raises money for Autism Awareness Month 


Toshya Leonard 


lA 

nS 


Staff Writer 

April is National Autism Awareness 
Month, and the UTM delegation of 
the Tennessee Intercollegiate State 
Legislature is getting involved by 
fundraising for Autism Speaks. 

Monday, April 7, through Friday, 
April 11, the delegation will have a 
table set up in the University Center, 
Members will be selling baked goods 
as well as goody bags containing 
puzzle pieces. 

Students also have the opportunity 
to participate in a scavenger hunt for 
puzzle pieces of various colors that 
are hidden around campus. Students 
can return the puzzle pieces for a 
chance to win a prize. 

“It's rewarding to know that you 
are helping a cause that can be easily 
overlooked. I can only hope that 
Tennessee state officials will one day 
act and incorporate the costs of autism 
into our state’s healthcare system,” 
said UTM TISL Philanthropy Chair 
Rachel Washburn. 

This philanthropy hits closer to 
home for TISL than what some may 
think. Political Science professor 
and TISL faculty advisor Dr, Bryan 
Parsons has a child with autism. 

Dr. Chris Baxter, a Political Science 
professor and adviser for TISL, 
appreciates the learning experience 
the process has created for the group. 

“The story of the TISL delegations 




£ 


support of autism awareness is such 
a great story on so many levels. 
Obviously, its about great people 
working really hard for a great 
cause. For these students, working 
with Dr. Parsons and seeing how 
this issue affects his family has been 
the real success story of the entire 
TISL experience. TISL shouldn’t 
just be about gaining knowledge 
about government for its own sake; it 
should be about using that knowledge 
to change lives for the better,” Baxter 
said. 

“Tie members of the TISL 
delegation are even better and 
wiser people than they w r ere a year 
ago, and its not just because they 
learned legislative processes and 
parliamentary procedure. I hope 
the rest of UTM is as proud of their 
leadership as I am,” 

Two years ago, members of the 
delegation drafted a TISL bill that 
would cut the costs of medical care 
for parents with autistic children by 
allowing them to be covered under 
regular insurance. Jamie Arnett was 
one of the original authors of the 
TISL bill, which passed through the 
TISL General Assembly. 

Tiat same TISL bill was used 
to create support for similar bills 
working through the state legislature 
this year. 

“You never really know how 
important legislation can be until you 
see how it could directly impact you. 

,_AA 



(From left] TISL members Camille Hall Rache Washburn, 
Morgan Fitzgerald, = aith Flynt and Toshya Leonora sell 
homemade goods to raise money for Autism Awareness 
Month. | Pacer Photo / Alary Jean Hail 
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Tie autism bill is a product of student 
engagement that many lessons were 
learned from. It is scenarios like this 
that teach us more than we could 
learn in a class room. While the 
bill never passed the legislature, it 
was a way for everyone involved to 
learn lessons and give hack to the 
com mu nity, ” Ar nett s aid. 

All of the money raised within 
the week will be donated to Autism 
Speaks, Autism Speaks was founded 
in 2005 and has grown into the 
world’s leading autism science and 
advocacy orga ni zatio n. 

They are dedicated to funding 
research into the causes, prevention, 
treatments and a cure for autism; 

c? 

fTd 

J 


increasing awareness of autism 
spectrum disorders; and advocating 
for the needs of individuals with 
autism and their families. 

“One in 68: that’s how many 
children are affected by autism. 0.55 
percent: that's tire amount of funds 
allocated by the National Institute 
of Health to give to autism research," 
said UTM TISL Vice President 
Morgan Fitzgerald. “Autism needs a 
voice, and the UTM TISL delegation 
intends to help make that voice be 
heard.” 

For more information on UTM 
TISLs Philanthropy Week, visit 
www. facebook. com/UTMTl SL. 
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AGR Lights It Up Blue for autism 


Malorre Paine 


Man aging Editor, Prin t 

Light It Up Blue can be seen 
in one look at the Alpha Gamma 
Rlio house. 

The brothers of AGR joined 
the movement for autism 
awareness. 

"We hope that by doing 
something as si mpie, yet 
powerful, as changing our front 
porch lights to blue, we will 
bring awareness to anyone who 
passes bv 225 University," said 
Clayton Dunivan. 

The men of Alpha Gamma 
Rlio pride themselves on 
stepping up and taking a stand. 

"Were about stepping up 
and standing out to make a 
statement. It just so happens that 
the month of April is dedicated 
to Autism Awareness j” Dunivan 
said. 

“We want to show our support 
for the cause and for the families 
who have been affected. We 
want to them to know that our 
fraternity truly cares/' Dunavin 
said. 


Tire brothers of AGR want to 
make a statement not only to the 
families, but to the entire Greek 
Community. 

“ We wa nt to lead by exam pie for 
the Greek Community at UTM. 

j 

We want to show that at AGR, 
we are all about being different/' 
Dunavin said. LL We encourage all 
fraternities, sororities, businesses 
and members of the community 
to join us and the millions 
others who are participating in 
Light It Up Blue, We believe 
this is something that is very 
important/ 1 Dunavin said. 

The AGR house is now lit 
with blue lights. This is the 
second year that the fraternity 
participated, but hope to make it 
a lasting tradition. 

“This is only our second year, 
but we hope that it will catch 
on as a trend for each April 
with other fraternities as well," 
Dunavin said. 

The fraternity will continue 
to promote Light It Up Blue 
throughout the remainder of 
April, and they plan to continue 
each April following. 



(From left) Professor of Special Education Dr. Clinton Smith, junior 
Education major Emily Wafts, sophomore Nursing major Kristen 
Williams, sophomore FCS major Tatum Panmore, Education graduate 
student Jessica Watts, sophomore Social Work major Patreka Wells, 
and Coordinator for Licensure and Certification Mrs. Jenny Hahn 
wear blue to show their support for autism. | Photo Credrf / Jess/ea 
Watts 



Cfinton Beard installs blue 
lights in the AGR house to 
show support for Light It 

Up Blue. | Pacer Photo / 
Matohe Paine 
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The Rolling Stones contributes more than just music 


Bradley Stritigfield_ 

Managing Editor, Online 

In 1962, at the Marquee 
Club in London, England, 
five musicians came together 
on stage to perform what 
would be the first show of an 
up and coming band known as 
The Rolling Stones. 

One year later, the band put 
our their debut single, a cover 
of Chuck Berrys “Come on.” 

Over the next year they 
released two more cover songs 
as singles before putting 
together their first album 
that was simply named, “The 
Rolling Stones. 11 

The album came out in 
the United Kingdom on 
April 16, 1964 and would be 
released in the United States 
on May 30 of the same year, 
only a few short months after 
The Beatles played The Ed 
Sullivan Show, 

The band would spend the 
next 50 years releasing songs, 
and albums, that not only 
defined a generation, but 
would become the foundation 
for most all of the music that 
came afterwards. 

Over that time span, The 


Rolling Stones released 25 
studio albums, 17 live albums 
and 26 compilation albums. 
Along with that, they have a 
released 107 singles. 

Some fans can mull over what 
their favorite song, or album, is 
for seemingly an eternity when it 
comes to their favorite band, but 
for 2013 UTM graduate, Kory 
Ruth, there was always one that 
stuck out more than others. 

“Paint it Black, because it 
was so different,” said Ruth. 
“You don’t [usually] think 
of a rock band having so 
much Indian influence. Then 
when 1 first heard that I was 
[thought], ‘What? What the 
hell is this? 1 You don’t hear 
that ail the time. ... it had 
such a great sound to it. It 
was so unique.” 

Ruth was also able to recall 
his first ever encounter with the 
music of Tire Roiling Stones. 

“For my [13th or 14thJ 
birthday my dad got me their 
me a copy of Forty Licks, 
their greatest hits, and I was 
just blown away. I had never 
heard [them] before ... I was 
just blowui away. I constantly 
put it in the CD player and 
listened, it must have annoyed 


my family. ... I just loved it." 

One of the things that has 
helped the group over the 
years is the performances they 
had on stage. 

“I saw part of the Steel 
Wheels tour back in 1989,” 
said Associate Professor of 
English and guitarist of The 
House Band, David Carithers. 
“It wasn’t their greatest album, 
but it was great to see them. It 
was in Clemson, SC and I had 
some friends down there. So 1 
went with them and saw the 
show. It was probably the first 
huge rock arena show 1 saw, 
because it was in Death Valley 
Stadium where the Clemson 
Tigers play. We didn’t have 
the greatest seats, we were 
kind of way up in the stands. 
Mick looked really tiny and 

* h’ 

we didn’t have binoculars. 

“When you hear them live, 
their harmonies arent the 
greatest. In fact, sometimes 
they can sound kind of bad, 
but they certainly sing w r ith 
feeling. 1 try to take that 
approach with my music 
because I’m not the greatest 
singer, or player, but I feel like 
if I can put a lot of feeling into 
it then maybe 1 can connect 


with the audience, or at least 
make it fun for me.” 

Before Dr. Carithers was 
able to see them in concert 
that year, The Rolling Stones 
were inducted into the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame for 
not only their legacy, but the 
impact they had made on the 
music scene. 

C o u n ties s bands h a ve 
attributed their success to the 
influence that the band has 
given them. 

Ruth credits The Stones’for 
influencing two of the biggest 
bands of eighties, bands that 
are still around today. 

“We wouldn’t have bands 
like Aerosmith or Guns n 1 
Roses without The Rolling 
Stones," said Ruth. 

Like most great artists, The 
Rolling Stones have instilled 
something in all of their 
listeners. From the ones that 
were listening in 1964, like 
a young Steve Tyler, to the 
young kids who are just being 
exposed their music. 

“1 think they have reminded 
most Americans about what a 
rich blues tradition we have,” 
said Dr. Carithers. “1 think 
when they first came over 


he re a lot of Americans didn’t 
realize what a great tradition 
we had with Muddy Waters 
and Howlin’ Wolf and all of 
those guys. 

“1 think the way they 
reinte rpre ted our own 

American blues standards 
has kind of educated a new 
audience. 1 know it made me 
look up Howlin’ Wolf and 
people like that and buy their 
albums. Just their huge song 
list that they have contributed. 
I mean, you can’t be in a rock 
and roll band and not play a 
few stones tunes.” 

“They’re a brand,” Ruth said 
“They put performing on the 
map. How a rock band should 
perform and every band since 
has had to live up to their 
standard. Sure, I wouldn’t 
recommend them being role 
models for children, but 
musically, that’s the way to go. 
Write lyrics about having fun 
and having sex. 

“They’re so iconic, especially 
that tongue logo. Even if you 
don’t know what band it is, 
you still know the logo." 
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Column: Hottest 
fashion trends 
to try for summer 


Cara Chadwick 

Guest Writer 

Summer is quickly approaching 
and everyone wants to know the 
latest and hottest summer fashion 
trends. Summer is a time to be 
stress-free and full of friends, 
sunshine and the cutest clothes. 

Fashion trends don’t always 
change from year to year, but new' 
fashion trends do get added to the 
mix and some are removed from 
the mix. Most women don’t have 
the same fashion sense, but with 
this year’s hottest fashion trends, 
there is plenty of fabulous fashion 
for everyone. 

Glamour Magazine shows crop 
tops and high-waisted shorts or 
maxi skirts as one of the most 
popular fashion trends of summer 
2014, High-waisted pants, shorts, 
skirts and even bathing suits will 
be in this summer. White pants 
and shorts are always a good color 
for the summer, but pastels are 
also big “in” colors for the summer. 
Pastels look good on all skin 
types. Those who have a tan look 
especially good in pastels, because 
the color looks even brighter. 

According to Pin teres t, the 
hottest summer fashions are stuff 
that you may even be able to find 
right in your closet and not have 
to go purchase. Ripped up capris 
are really in this summer for the 
casual look with a cute flawy tank. 

Bows are huge this summer, 
whether it is a bow in your hair, 
or a bow on the back of your shirt 
or dress. 

Everyone is also wearing 
monograms. A lot of women are 
wearing mo nogram med jewelry, 
but don’t forget you can also 
get any of your shorts, shirts, 
dresses and even bathing suits 
monogrammed. You can get 
monograms added in Martin at 
Monograms and More and B5N 
Sports and in Union City at Say 



One of the major items 
in fashion this summer 
is monograms, which 
can be made on 
practically any clothing 
item. | Photo Credit/www. 
shopmemenfo.com 

it in Stitches, 

Aztec and chevron prints are 
in this summer, along with color 
blocking. Maxi dresses, jumpers 
and rompers are also very hot this 
summer. For footwear, wedges 
are always a must but strappy 
sandals and cowgirl boots are 
always in too. 

Another really hot thing this 
summer is the headbands that go 
around the forehead. 

11 My favorite summer fashion 
trend is high-waisted shorts with 
crop tops and wedges. 1 think 
it can be so cute on the right 
person,” said Allison Cook, a 
junior communications major. 

Try out vour favorite summer 
tashion trend. Don’t be afraid to 
try something new, because it is 
different and something you have 
never tried wearing before. llhese 
are all new, hot fashions so you 
will be trying these fashion trends 
out with the rest of the women in 
the world. Be confident in your 
own skin, and try something new. 



Review: Divergent falls 
short introducing trilogy 


Joel Sissman 

Staff Writer 

The Hunger Games and Twilight 
have definitely set the bar, either for 
better or worse for younger adult 
audiences in recent years. 

Divergent is a 2014 American 
science fiction action film 
released on March 21, 2014 
directed by Neil Burger and 
produced in collaboration 
with Summit and Red Wagon 
Entertai nment. The film stars The 
Descen da rit’s S ha ile ne Wo od 1 ev 
and Underworlds Tlieo James in 
the lead roles of 1+ Tr is” Prior and 
Four as the two try to cope with 
being individuals in a dystopian 
post-apocalyptic Chicago, 

After a quick display of neatly 
designed graphics, the film opens 
with 16-year old Beatrice Prior, 
played by Woodley, living in a 
newly rebuilt society where five 

j * 

factions based on personality- 
types, Abnegation - selflessness, 
Amity — peacefulness, Candor - 
truthfulness, Erudite - intelligence 
and Dauntless - braveness to keep 
the peace. 

On the day of her test to 
determine which faction she will 
transfer to, Beatrices proctor 
informs her that she is a “divergent,'' 
one who lias several attributes, and 
that she should keep her results 


secret. Because the government 
cannot control her thinking, she is 
thought to be a “threat” to society. 

Divergent is based on the book 
of the same name by American 
novelist Veronica Roth, published 
by HarperCollins Children's 
Books in 2011. Just like the book, 
Divergent explores themes similar 
to other young adult works such as 
The Hunger Games. Tie film deals 
w r ith themes such as the transition 
from childhood to maturity and 
blindly following authority. Unlike 
most modern movie adaptations, 
the film primarily stays true to the 
novel and only cuts or rearranges 
several scenes during the near the 
two-hour runtime. 

One of the positive aspects of the 
film is the wonderful performance 
of the rising-star cast. Tie two leads 
are excellent in breathing life into 
an otherwise average script. When 
first introduced to each other, it is 
obvious that something will change 
to bridge the divide between both 
Tris and Four, played by James. 

During one scene near the 
climax of the film after the two 
have experienced the other's fears, 
Four shows Tris a tattoo on his 
back, showing her that despite his 
aloof attitude, he wants to be more 
than just one faction. He wants to 
be brave, selfless and intelligent to 
protect those he cares for. 

Another enjoyable aspect was 


the cunning use of visuals and 
the aspect of fear to create a more 
intense scenario for the audience. 
Throughout the film, the characters 
are constantly injected with serums 
to test their tears, control them or 
gauge then strengths of character. 

During some of these scenes, the 
audience is often shown a seemingly 
real but very dreamlike landscape 
where anything can become reality 
if imagined. Even the sets that are 
used to create the testing rooms 
themselves are intimidating. Tiey 
are white and barren except for 
a chair and a computer, showing 
that there is no escape from fear 
itself. It is actually reminiscent of 
Tarsem Singh's The Cell , but better, 
as it actually conveys the power of 
the mind and imagination without 
overpowering the audience with 
artistic efiects. 

Final verdict - is Divergent 
worth the price of admission? In 
all honestly, despite its underlying 
message on discovering yourself 
and unique storytelling, the film 
does have little staying power 
with the audience as the script 
doesn't provide any other message 
besides being yourself in the face 
of authority. Despite this flaw, 
Divergent does make up for it 
with good characterization and 
action. With the sequel already 
being confirmed, it definitely 
worth viewing. 
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Arts & Entertni n rnent 

Martin formal season returns in style 



Matt Borden and Courtney Jordan take a picture in 
front of the Sigma Chi house before White Rose. | Photo 
Cred/f/Courtney Jordon 


Becca Partridge 

Art and Entertainment Editor 

UTM is home to a full formal 
season, complete with out-of- 
town trips, riverboat rides, themes 
and more. Each spring, students 
excitedly ask dates to join them and 
prepare for a night to remember 

UTM has a very active Greek 
life. However, Greeks are not the 
only organizations to participate in 
the annual formal season. 

Alpha Delta Pi hosts their Black 
Diamond formal every spring. 
It is called Black Diamond after 
the black diamond shaped badge 
every ADPi wears over her heart. 
Black Diamond is important to the 
chapter because it is the end of year 
celebration that gives every sister 
a chance to relax and enjoy time 
together. 

Each year, the chapter crowns 
a 11 King of Diamonds,” which is 
awarded to a gentleman who has 
helped and supported the chapter 
throughout the year. Morgan 
Williams, a senior Social Work 
major and current president of the 
ADPi chapter, expresses her love of 
Black Diamond. 

“Black Diamond is especially 
important to our chapter and 
others around the United States 
because we are celebrating the 
end of" the school year and our 
accomplishments throughout the 
year," Williams said. 

Alpha Omicron Pi hosts an 
annual formal called Red Rose. 
Each member wears white dresses, 
with the exception of the current 
chapter president, who wears 
red. Lauren Conley, a senior 
Elementary Education, K-6, says 
the formal’s name is a mixture of a 
couple things. 

“Our fraternity flower is the 
jacqueminot rose and our color is 
cardinal, so thats how we get the 
name,” Conley said. 

Gamma Kappa Pi hosts a 
winter formal every year called the 
Amaranth os Ball. Lizzy Virtue, 
a senior Social Work major and 
current president, says she believes 
the formal offers the sisters with a 
bonding experience from beginning 
to end. 

“Formal is the first event that 


recently initiated sisters get to 
experience as a full member, It is 
a time to rejoice in our sorority's 
growth and transformation 
throughout the years,” Virtue said. 

Zeta Tau Alpha hosts a semi- 
formal and a formal every year 
with one in each semester. Since 
the re-colonization of the chapter 
in Martin, they have made a point 
to have a winter formal every year. 
Although the winter formal used 
to be called White Violet after the 
sorority’s flower, in the past couple 
years, it has been named according 
to whichever theme it has that year. 

Thi s year, ZTAs winter formal 
was themed “Dancing in the 
Moonlight." Shelby Whitt, a 
senior Public Relations major says 
the formal offers a chance for sisters 
to spend time with each other. 

“It's special to me because of the 
time I get to spend with everyone. 
For winter formal, I did hair and 
makeup in my kitchen for like 7 
hours before, I love doing things 
like that and it was a time for me 
to spend with sisters I don’t get to 
sec a lot from busy schedules and 
different events,” Whitt said. 

Sigma Alpha hosts a formal 
every year called Emerald Ball. 
Emerald is one of Sigma Alpha's 
two colors. Tliis year was the first 
time it has been themed, with the 
theme “Fishiri in the Dark.” Shelby 
Bingham, a sophomore Nursing 
major who is currently the vice 
president of Sigma Alpha says 
formal provides for relaxation after 
much work dedicated to classed 
throughout the school year. 

“It's important to our chapter 
because it provides a night where 
everyone can come together for a 
night of fun after working hard both 
fall and spring semester. It is also 
important to our chapter because 
some Sigma Alpha chapters don’t 
hold one,”Bingham said. 

Chi Omega hosts an annual 
formal called White Carnation.The 
name comes from the fraternity's 
flower, Jessica Stone, a senior 
Business Management major says 
her sisters and her enjoy White 
Carnation because it provides a 
place for everyone to get together 
and enjoy their sisterhood. 

“It's so special because it’s a time 


for us all to get together, get dressed 
up and dance the night away,” 
Stone said. 

Sigma Alpha lota’s annual formal 
has a different theme each year,The 
theme is decided by the current 
social chair. Tliis year, the theme is 
Great Gatsby. Alex Jacobi, a senior 
Communications major who is 
the Co-Editor of the chapter, says 
SAI's formal is important to her 
because the group is still tight-knit 
regardless of size, 

“Our formal is special to me, 
because even though it might be 
smaller than other Greek formats, 
it is a tight-knit group coming 
together to have a good time with 
one another,” Jacobi said, 

The sororities look forward to 
formals all year, but they are not 
the only ones. Tie fraternities also 
host annual formals that are highly 
anticipated. 

Alpha Gamma Rho hosts an 
annual formal called Pink Rose, 
named after their flower. This year, 
Pink Rose was held on a Memphis 
river boat, Clint Murby, a junior 
Ag- E ngi nee ring Technology m ajor 
who is currently AGRs Vice Noble 
Ruler-Membershi p Development 
says the brotherhood makes their 
formal so special. 

“It is important to us because it 
only happens once a year, and it is 
always memorable because of the 
brotherhood we have with each 
other,”Murby said. 

Kappa Alpha Order annually 
hosts their Convivium. Chase 
Manley, a senior English major, 
says their formal is more than just 
a night for brothers to get together. 

“Our formal is a celebration in 
honor of Robert E, Lee’s birthday 
and his position as a spiritual 
founder of Kappa Alpha Order. 
We give a toast with water to his 
honor,” Manley said. 

Pi Kappa Alpha host a formal 
annually called Fireman’s Ball, This 
is named after their mascot, the 
Dalmatian, which has always been 
an emblem in American history of 
the dog associated with firefighting. 
Skylar Cherry, a senior Political 
Science major, says Fireman’s Ball 
is so important because despite the 
varying schedules of the brothers, 
they make it a point to get together. 


“Each one of us has our own 
problems and issues outside of the 
Pike House, so it can be a task for 
every brother to be at the same place 
at the same time. We make it a 
point of emphasis each year to pick 
out that one day we can all come 
together as one, a day without any 
drama or pressure from 'rules' we 
have to abide by oil our campus,” 
said Cherry. 

Sigma Alpha Epsilon hosts their 
True Gentleman Social every year. 
Historically, SAEs would bring 
their dates violets and serenade 
them with the fraternal song, 
“Violets.” Chase Cartmeli, a senior 
Communications major, says their 
formal is one that every SAE 
chapter holds. 

^Nationally, our fraternity has 
held this formal since the early 
1900s, Every chapter holds it. Our 
chapter does it every year because it 
is an opportunity to come together 
as brothers at the end of every 
spring semester and get away from 
the grind of the semester,’’Cartmeli 
said. 

Sigma Chi hosts their White 
Rose formal annually. Tie white 
rose is the official flower of Sigma 
Chi. Matt Borden, a senior 
Broadcasting major, says what his 
last White Rose meant to him. 

“My last White Rose was truly 
the best. Getting to be with my 
brothers, and the girls one last time 
before graduation was a blessing,” 
said Borden 


Sigma Phi Epsilon hosts The 
Golden Heart Formal in honor of 
the highest level of recognition in 
Sigma Phi Epsilon — the Order of 
the Golden Heart. Mark Maloney, 
Jr., a senior double majoring in 
Communications and Political 
Science is currently the chaplain 
for Sigma Phi Epsilon and the IFC 
president. 

“To me, formals are a key part 
of Greek Life as a means of 
celebrating our organizations and 
all they mean to us. They are also 
a unique opportunity to share a 
part of our Greek experience with 
our significant others, which really 
means the world to me,” Maloney 
said. 

Phi Sigma Kappa hosts their Red 
Carnation formal annually. Dezie 
Glide, a freshman Criminal Justice 
major who is currently serving as 
Inductor for the chapter gives his 
view on the importance of their 
formal. 

“The Red Carnation formal gives 
the brothers a chance to relax at the 
end of the year after putting in so 
much work to better the fraternity,” 
Glide said. 

Other organizations are joining 
in on the formals scene. UTM 
Housing and the UTM H oners 
program both decided to host 
formals this year. 

Tie Honors Formal previously 
was just for University Scholars, but 

See formal Page 15 
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Theatre honor 
society to host 
Improv Night 


Eric Brand 




Pipni Tj^alp" 


TcKfi - 7 ‘ '" 



Viewpoint Editor 

On April 26, the Rha Gamma 
cast of Alpha Psi Omega, the 
theatre honor society, will host a 
comedy Improv Night at 7 in the 
Little Theatre 
of the Fine 
Arts building 
atUTM. 

Tickets will 
be $3, with 
all proceeds 
going to 
the Martin 
Mousing 
Authority. 

Attendees are 
welcome to 
donate a larger 
amount if so 
desired. 

Hie cast Photo 

will include 

Cody Jarman, a junior Theatre 

and English double major; 

Dillon Davis, a junior Theatre 

major; Kayla Ballard, a UTM 

C o mmunicatio ns alum na; 

Madilyn Feay, a junior English 
and Natural Resources double 
major and Jonathan York, a 
freshman Secondary Education 
English major. 

The show is open to students 
and non-students alike and will 
be appropriate for all ages. 

Jarman, the event coordinator 
of Improv Night, said that 
he wants APO to focus its 
philanthropic efforts on 
helping the Martin community, 
and that helping the Martin 
Housing Authority would 
benefit the people of Martin, 
especially children. 

"I called up Brian Harris 
about our devoting a night 
of improv comedy to helping 
them raise money for their 



work renovating the old 
Martin Middle School. He 
was immediately on board/' 
Jarman said. 

Although the show is meant 
to raise money for the middle 
school renovations, Jarman 
said that he 
is confident 
that the 
show itself 
will be worth 
the price of 
admission. 

<l I think we 
have a group 
of really 
intelligent, 
quick-witted 
performers. 
They each 
bring their 
own unique 
Credst/Cody Jarman charm and 

make a strong 
ense ruble,” J arma n s aid. 

Jarman says that, at the end 
of the day, the APO cast and 
everyone involved in Improv 
Night is a performer, and that 
their goal is also to entertain. 

“This event is designed 
for people of all ages to let 
loose and enjoy some comedy. 
It's meant to make people 
comfortable and happy, and 
see to it that a good cause is 
fu r th ere d, fl J arm a n s aid. 

For non-APO participants, 
this event will also provide 
points for future induction 
into APO. Davis, a potential 
candidate for induction, said 
he is glad to be earning APO 
points while doing something 
he is particularly fond of. 

“I love comedy so much, 
especially improv, and to get to 
share my passion with an audience 
for charity, that's something 
worth doing, 11 Davis said. 


Visual and Theatre Arts 
prepare final performances 


Becca Partridge 

Tlrfc and Entertainment Editor 

Astheendof the school year 
approaches, the Department 
of Visual and Theatre Arts has 
several final performances in 
theatre, art and dance. 

The first event is currently 

ongoing. It is the VTA Student 

Art Exhibition, which opened 

Tuesday, April l.The exhibition 

will be on display until April 

25 in the Art Gallery. 

■* 

Later this week, the UTM 
Dance Ensemble will be 
performing their spring dance 
concert, entitled ESCAPE. 
The show will run Thursday, 
April 10 and Friday, April 11 
at 8 p.m. in the Harriet Fulton 
Theatre in the Fine Arts 
Building. 

Tickets are $10 for adults and 
$5 for students and children. 
T ickets will be sold only at the 
door each night beginning at 
7 p.m. Tlie house will open at 
7:30. 

Sarah McCormick, Director 
of the UTM Dance Ensemble, 
is excited about the visitors 
who will be performing in the 


show on April 11. 

“[TheJ Collage Dance 

Collective from Memphis, 
TN will be performing in our 
show. They are a professionally 
recognized and upcoming 
company from Memphis 
who have performed all over, 
including New York and 
Chicago..'.! am very excited 
about this, 11 said McCormick. 

The graduating theatre 

majors are required to complete 
a project of their choice in 
order to complete their degree. 
Tli re e seniors have chosen 
to direct one-act plays, all of 
which will occur on Friday, 
April 25 beginning at 8 p.m. 

The requirements for the 
project, according to the 

syllabus, are that a senior 

much choose a "specific theatre 
project where they have made 
a meaningful contribution to 
the success of that project. "The 
students this year decided to 
complete a director's showcase. 

Each had to choose a play 
and analyze it, hold auditions 
to select cast members and 
conduct rehearsals. 

Stephanie Klink, one of the 


seniors, is excited to direct this 
as her final project and believes 
that the final product will be 
well worth the effort. 

"It’s sometimes a difficult 
process and at times I just want 
to puli my hair out because of 
the stress, but it’s extremely 
rewarding as well. 1 get to see a 
play go from just words on the 
paper and a vision in my head 
to seeing people portraying 
these characters and bringing 
life to the play,” said Klink. 

Klink is directing *'Dentity 
Crisis” by Christopher Durang. 

One of the other senior 
student directors is Matt 
Caldwell. He will be directing 
Arthur Miller's "The Last 
Yankee.” 

“Em really excited for 
this production and 1 know 

everyone is going to do 

their best to put on a great 
p e rforrn a n ce /’ s aid C aid well. 

All of the events that are 

prepared by those in the 

Fine Arts are practiced and 
rehearsed to near perfection. 
All performers are excited to 
have an audience see what they 
have accomplished. 


Formal 

from Page 14 


this vear it was decided to 
expand the formal to be open 
to all Scholars and Honors 
members. Sean O'Brien, a 
sophomore Cell and Molecular 
Biology major and social chair 
of the University Scholars, says 
the changes experienced this 
year were well-received. 

"This year it was changed 
to an honors formal in the 
ballroom w r ith food, music and 
decorations. People brought 
dates and 1 think they liked it a 
whole lot more/ 1 said O'Brien. 


UTM Housing decided to 
host the first Housing formal 
this year. After polling residents 
and resident assistants, it was 
decided that a formal would be 
the best choice for a campus- 
wide program. The formal is 
meant to show appreciation to 
the residents as well as the staff 
members. Lindee McCurley, 
Community Leader in 
University Village, Phase 1 says 
the idea was to make formats 
available to students who may 
otherwise not be able to attend 


a formal event. 

“We wanted to give those 
who are not part of other 
organizations who usually hold 
for trials the chance to attend 
an event of this type that they 
would miss out on otherwise/' 
said McCurley. 

Springtime brings with it 
the chance to dress up and 
celebrate the end of another 
school year. Each formal season 
comes with more pictures, 
stories and chances to live the 
college dream. 
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Couple dedicates life to helping others 



Brian and Amy Burcham traveled to Africa to perform mission work in November 
2013. | Photo Credit/Amy Burcham 


Tori Seng 

Assistant Features Editor 

Imagine arriving in a country 
that has just been ravaged by a 
hurricane. Entire cities have been 
wiped out. Row upon row of tiny 
shelters line the street, acting as 
homes to the thousands of people 
whove lost everything. 

Hie smells of human waste 
and tilth assault you. You see the 
grubby hands of smiling children 
reaching tor whatever supplies 
you’ve brought with you. 

Tlii s was the scene that greeted 
Amy Durbin Burch am, a U I’M 
alumna, on her first mission trip 
to Honduras in 1999, 

“Mission work is something 
I’ve been wanting to do my entire 
life, ever since I w r as a little girl,” 
Amy Burcham said, "I remember 
my dad and l watching a show 
one night, back in the L 80s, called 
'Feed the Children/ There w r as a 
famine in Africa, and I just knew I 
had to go there and help one day.” 

During the next 15 years, Amy 
and Brian Burcham, her husband, 
also a UTM alumnus, have lived 
out that dream by taking several 
mission trips. Amy Burcham has 
traveled to Honduras at least 12 
times. 

Together, the couple has been 
to Honduras three times. One ot 
those trips was a family mission 
trip in which they took their eldest 
daughter, Lilly and their son, 
James, ages 13 and 8 at the time. 
Annie, the youngest daughter at 
age 2, was too young to go. 

“Seeing my kids experience 
scripture, and not fust read it or 
memorize it is fust amazing. It 
was neat to see them interact with 
another language that they didn't 
understand,” Amy said. 

During the family mission 
trip, Brian, Amy, Lilly and James 
Burcham went into the mountains 
to witness to the Tolu pan Indians. 
To get to the native tribes village, 
they had to trek through the 
jungle, drive across rivers and ride 


up the mountainside on donkeys. 
They laced a language barrier, 
crossed treacherous rivers and 
truly saw what it meant to be poor. 

“In America, thereT poor. But 
in third-wo rid countries, poor is a 
whole other ballgame. Over here, 
a poor person has a house, a 1 V, 
food, a cellphone and some form 
oi aid. In countries like Honduras, 
poor is wearing the same shirt for 
weeks, not knowing when your 
next real meal will be and eating 
whatever scraps you can find,” 
Brian Burcham said. 

In November of 2013, Brian and 
Amy Burcham took their mission 
work a step further by traveling to 
Africa. After the family mission 


trip, the couple believed God was 
calling them to do more. Through 
a chance acquaintance, generous 
donors and support from their 
families, triends and church, the 
couple went to the Horn ot Africa. 
Hi is trip w r as more challenging 
than trips in the past. 

Unlike Honduras, East Africa has 
restrictions with regard to religion. 
Missionaries are not allowed in, and 
the Gospel cannot be spread. The 
country in which the couple stayed 
was also home to several refugee 
camps. The refugee camps held 
about 27,000 people. 

Hie camps were a half-a- 
mile square, and were separated 
into families, adults and 


unaccompanied minors. Amy and 
Brian Burcham worked in the 
camp for unaccompanied minors. 

“Til never forget how dark the 
camp was. lliere was no hope,” 
Amy Burcham said. “Coming 
from their other country, they 
had hope that they could seek 
refuge in the new country. Then 
they get to the camps and see 
that life is not very different from 
what they left behind.” 

The couple hopes to return soon 
and teach English to the minors 
living in the camps. 

Before embarking on their 
adventures, the couple led a 
relatively normal life. 

Both graduated from Union 


Don’t be 

the center of your 
universe. Give to 
people, and love 
them. 

City High School in Union City: 
Amy Burcham in 1992, and 
Brian Burcham in 1994. They 
met at a cookout held by Amy 
Burchams cousin, became good 
friends, and then married in 1999. 
Brian Burcham, who is an agent 
at Obion County Farm Bureau, 
graduated from U1M in Fall 
2001 with a degree in Agriculture. 
Amy Burcham, a former ESL, 
English as a Second Language, 
instructor for the Obion Co untv 

d 

School District and current stay- 
at-home mom, graduated in 
Spring of 2002 with a degree in 
Social Work. The couple has three 
children: Lilly, 15; James, 10 and 
Annie, 4. 

Many more mission trips 
and new adventures await the 
Burchams. They believe the plan 
that God has for them is not 
finished. Brian Burcham received 
a call to the ministry and is 
working to obtain a Masters in 
Divinity from Liberty University. 

The couple also has advice tor 
current UTM students. 

“Don’t be the center of your 
universe. Give to people, and love 
them,” Brian Burcham said. 

Amy also had a piece of wisdom 
to add. 

“Christian or non-Christian, 
before students graduate college, 
they need to visit a third-world 
country. It really makes you see 
what’s important and that there 
is a whole other world than 
what you see in America/ Amy 
Burcham said. 

Go to the photo gallery 
Burcham Family Travels" at 
wwwJhepacer.net to view more 
photos of the Burchams. 
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-UTM UNLIMITED- 

Their legacy lives on: Kathleen and Tom Elam 



Cot. Tom Elam and Kathleen Elam stand in front of the Kathleen and Tom Elam 
Center named in their honor by the UT Board of Trustees in 1994. Tom Elam insisted 
that Kathleen Elam’s name be first on the building because of his great love and 
respect for her. | Photo Credif/UTM Archives 


Sheila Scott 

Features Editor 

Five years ago today UTM 
lost one of its biggest fans, 
supporters and a truly, great 
lady’ Kathleen Elam. 

M Kathleen was always just lovely 
and a gracious lady. She was 
always a gracious hostess; and a 
kind, generous, gentle person. She 
loved this campus, this school, 
and Tom did too. Her hobbies 
were gardening and taking care of 
Tom,' 1 said (UTM alumna Betty 
Smith from Union City, Col. Tom 
Elams niece. 

One only has to look at the 
legacy of Kathleen Elam and Col. 
Tom Elam to recognize the level 
of excellence that one should 
strive tor. The story of their legacy 
is important for many reasons, 
especially today. 

“The Elam family has, over a 
period of many years, been avid 
supporters of UT Martin through 
major gifts to both academic and 
athletic programs. Through their 
efforts, thousands of students 
have hen eh ted," said Chancellor 
Tom Rakes. 

With graduation from college 
being such a momentous day, how 
fitting it is that UTM holds its 
ceremonies in the Elam Center. 
Tie UT Board of Trustees voted 
in 1994 to name it the Kathleen 
and Tom Elam Center in honor 
of the Elams’ years of service to 
the university. Shortly after this, 
Tom Elam gave Si million, which 
marked his first major donation to 
UTM. The Elams went on to give 
UTM about £10 million total, 
making them the largest donors 
in UTM history. They also made 
considerable donations to other 
UT campuses and many charities 
within the community and 
beyond, especially those dealing 
with children or education. 

An example of which is when 
Kathleen Elam partnered with 
Bill and Carol Latimer to build 
the new Obion County Library 
in Union City. Mary Carpenter, 
who was the OCPL director 
at that time and currently the 


regional director of Obion River 
Regional Library, worked closely 
with Kathleen Elam. 

'‘She was a person of high ideals, 
very well educated and traveled; 
but vet, took such great delight 
in the simplest of pleasures, from 
a dogwood blooming outside 
her window or the antics of her 
cheri shed cat. I’ 11 forever be inspired 
by her gracious, warm personality, 
and although she certainly had the 
means and ability to have a lofty 
persona, she carried herself as 


one equal status with all she met. 
I know of no truer definition of a 
lady. All of us in west Tennessee 
owe the Col. and Kathleen Elam 
a great debt. According to current 
OCPL director, Michele Barnes, 
there we re over 127,000 visits to 
the library last year, many of them 
children, and I fully believe that 
the quality of life for those who 
took advantage is for the better," 
Carpenter said. 

Bill Latimer worked closely 

with Kathleen Elam on the library 

■■ 


project but had also previously 
known the Elams on both a 
professional and personal level. 
Tom Elam served as the Latimer’s 
lawyer until his death. They also 
attended the same church and 
were friends for many years. 

“Torn had as much business 
sense as any lawyer I know. He 
had a great memory. He was very 
generous and down to earth. He 
taught Sunday school classes at 
the First Christian Church in 
Union City.Tom valued education. 


Because he and Kathleen did not 
have children, the UT system 
served as a substitute. Tom put a 
tremendous amount of time, effort 
and money into the University of 
Tennessee system," Latimer said. 

Among the many other 
contributions the Elams made in 
regards to helping children, one 
was helping at St. Jude Childrens 
Research Hospital and Lebonheur 
Children’s Hospital. They also made 
many contributions within their 
local community and Tom Elam's 
hometown of Union City. Alfred 
Creswell knew the Elams tor many 
years and served as their accountant. 

£l The impact that the Elams 
had on their hometown of 
Union City and Obion County 
was also felt in many areas. The 
Elams were instrumental in the 
building of the current Obion 
County Library, as well as 
making significant contributions 
to the First Christian Church, 
Union City Schools Foundation, 
M asquerade Theatre, Main 
Street and the Northwest 
Tennessee Boys and Girls Club. 
To show their appreciation for 
[Kathleen Elam’s] contributions 
to the baseball facilities for 
Union City High School, Elam 
Stadium was named in their 
h o nor, ” C r eswe 11 said. 

Tom Elam also had a passion 
for history and wanted to share 
that passion with the students 
of UTM, in honor of his love of 
history. Kathleen Elam left an 
endowment to UTM regarding 
student internships with Discovery 
Park of America in Union City. 

ll I thought the world of the 
Elams. He made a gift to establish 
the Tom Elam endowment for 
the Department of History, He 
was all about, 'Okay, what can we 
do to make things better for the 
students?’ He was a real student 
advocate and likewise after he 
passed away his wife, Ms. Kathleen 
Elam,” said Nick Du nag an, 
Chancellor Emeritus. 

Tom seemed gruff to some, but 
he definitely loved UTM. 

See Elam, Page 18 
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UTM alumna Betty Smith of Union City, Co!.. Tom Elam's 
niece, is holding a photo of her uncle and Kathleen 
Elam. Smith is wearing the same ring and bracelet that 
Kathleen Elam is wearing in the photo. | Pacer Photo/ 
She/la Scoff 


“He was very gruff and 
outspoken, bat he was an advocate 
for UT Martin. You could not 
find a stronger advocate on the 
Board of trustees for UT, for 
our campus than Col. Fom. Their 
legacy has been a tremendous 
asset to our students. The Elam 
Center was just a small portion 
of that, "the scholarship program 
that they left behind has already 
benefited several students from 
our area and across the United 
States," said Charley Deal, 
director of Alumni Affairs. 

there can be no doubt that the 
Elams’ story was remarkable and 
unique in many ways. As much 
as many appreciate the monetary 
aspect of the legacy that Tom Elam 
and Kathleen Elam left behind, it 
is not that part of the legacy that 
many celebrate, remember and 
emulate. Many instead remember 
the people themselves, not for what 
they did., but how they lived and 
why they helped others. Thanks to 
the UTM archives and personal 
interviews with living relatives, 
friends and colleagues at both 
Tom Elams law office and UTM, 
information has been gathered to 
provide a glimpse into the lives of 
two people who believed in things 
like faith, education, honor, integrity, 
kindness to others, involvement in 
the community, helping children, 
giving of their time and, most 
importantly, doing all these things 
with a cheerful heart. 

UTM Senior Director tor 
Development Len Solomons 
was blessed to be able to witness 
Kathleen Elams cheerful heart 
and spirit in person. She visited 
Kathleen Elam at the couples 
home in Union City in late Feb. 
2009 to personally inform her 
that UT M was going to have 
an evening to honor her in the 
Elam Center. That included a 
standing ovation during halftime 
of the basketball game to thank 
her for all that she had done for 
the university. Kathleen Elam 
was in a wheelchair the last 
several years of her life after she 
suffered a stroke just as she was 
preparing to leave the hospital 
after a pacemaker implantation 
surgery but was only confined to 


her home the last few months of 
her life. 

"She had a twinkle in her little, 
blue eyes and could barely speak 
and she smiled so sweetly. She 
just touched her little chest and 
said, 'Tie pleasure was all ours, 1 ” 
Solomons said. 

Kathleen Elams story began 
with a very humble beginning. 
She grew up in Corinth, Miss,, 
during the Depression. Because 
jobs were scarce in her hometown, 
she struck out for Washington 
at 18 years old and landed a job 
with the Treasury Department, 
eventually becoming a supervisor. 

fom Elam grew up in 
Union City and went to UT 
Knoxville, where he earned his 
undergraduate degree in 1931 and 
his law degree in 1934. He later 
served in the United States Army 
and was stationed in Washington, 
where a friend set him up on a 
blind date with a young Kathleen 
Hvnemail. Although he was late 
the first time, she obviously gave 


him a second chance because they 
were married for 52 years before 
his death on March 9,1998. Faith 
and love tor people was a strong 
bond they shared. 

11 She was ready to go on a 
moments notice and knew how 
to keep a suitcase packed. She was 
Foms best friend and travelling 
companion, She would take a 
book and travel with him when 
he had to take depositions or had 
to go to Memphis or Knoxville. 
They travelled quite a bit, [but] 
not a lot of international travel. 
They had a very strong faith, a 
belief in God. It was amazing; 
Kathleen had absolutely no fear of 
death. At the end* she welcomed 
it; she really, really missed Tom," 
Smith said. 

Tom Elam often humbly 
referred to himself as a shade-tree 
lawyer and was known for seeming 
a little gruff at first. Most people 
attributed this to his military 
background, because he was 
actually a very kind man. He had 


an extremely strong work ethic, 
as he continued to go into his law 
office until the day before he died 
at 89 years old. He always had a 
cigar with him and loved to wear a 
diamond-studded railroad tie tack, 
which the railroad gave him for so 
many years of service representing 
them. He once lost that beloved 
tie tack on Purchase Parkway after 
sliding off the road during bad 
weather, and former UTM Head 
Football Coach Don Me Leary 
actually went back to the site of 
the incident and dug around in the 
mud until he found it. 

Fom Elam, who was the longest 
serving member of the U 1 Board 
of Trustees, serving a total of 42 
years, played a surprising role 
in former Congressman John 
Tanner's early life and then a 
more widely known role in his 
later life. When Tanner left the 
Navy in 1972 he went into law 
practice with Tom Elam in Union 
City, where they continued to 
practice law together for the next 
eight years. 

“Back when 1 signed a 
basketball scholarship to 
Knoxville in 1962, Toms the 
one who signed me up. He 
was chairman of the Athletics 
Committee at that time,” 
Tanner said. 

"I remember one time when 
our office root leaked. [TomJ 
always kept a box of cigars on his 
desk. Water came pouring in on 
his desk one night and he came 
in the next morning. He had 
papers all over his desk and they 
were ruined. Judge [Bill] Acree 
and i looked in there and saw 
him. He was really stewing about 
it, and we said,'What happened, 
Colonel? Did it get your cigars 
wet?’ He didn't think that was 
particularly funny.” 

Judge Bill Acree, previously 
mentioned by Tanner, also 
practiced law with Tom Elam. 
They practiced law together for 
24 years until the Acree accepted 
his post at the bench. 

“Tom was a leader and a very 
intelligent man. He was a good 
lawyer. 1 think Fom cared about 
those who were less fortunate 
than he. He cared about the law, 


the church and his family, in 
particular, Ms. Kathleen. She was 
a saint and a very generous person. 
Everybody liked Kathleen. She 
was a lovely lady," Acree said. 

Tom Elam had another law 
partner who was significantly 
affected bv him from an earlv 
age. UTM alum James Glasgow 
Jr. grew r up in the law office that 
To in Elam shared with his father, 
James Glasgow Sr. When he 
graduated law school he was then 
asked to join the practice. He and 
Tom Elam were still law partners 
in 1998 when Tom Elam died. 

“Tom loved U 1 as a whole, but 
he loved UT Martin. Kathleen 
was always by his side, always 
supporting him; she was an 
absolute sweetheart,” Glasgow said. 

Graduation day at UTM will 
find many on the steps of the 
Elam Center amidst a sea of 
billowing, black robes and caps 
with little, gold tassels attached 
flying in their laces because the 
wind just won’t leave, them alone. 
That day will be special because 
it will begin a new chapter in 
their lives. When writing a book, 
the beginning of a new chapter 
is an excellent place to think 
about where the story is going, 
whether or not some adjustments 
are needed, and possibly how the 
story might end. The outcome is 
never known for sure, of course, 
because even when writing a 
book the story sometimes goes 
somewhere the author hadn’t 
originally planned at first; 
sometimes it’s even better. Each 
individual’s story is important; ifs 
never too early to start making 
those necessary changes. 

Kathleen Elam and Tom Elam 
left a huge legacy of benefits for 
generations to come. They say the 
best form of flattery or honor is 
emulation. It someone were to 
read your story today, what would 
it say about you; what kind of 
legacy will you leave behind? 

Go to the photo gallery 
"Their legacy lives on: 
Kathleen and Tom Elam" at 
w *w-w, th ep a cer. net to vie w 
more photos of the Elams. 
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UTM softball players celebrate their sweep of the Belmont Bruins on Sunday. The 
Skyhawks defeated the Bruins in the first game 3-1 and 2-1 in the second game. 
They will travel to University of Memphis this afternoon and look to continue their 
streak. | Photo Credit/Kathy Wade 


Softball sweeps Belmont, extends 
winning streak to seven games 


Sports Information 

U T M ’s s o ftb all t c a m 

strung together timely 

hitting, including two runs 

in the bottom of the seventh 

inning and clutch pitching 

performances to cap off 

yet another dramatic finish 

as the Skyhawks defeated 
* 

Ohio Valley Conference foe 
Belmont 3-1 and 2-1. 

T he S ky h a wks (21- 
16-1, 9-3 OVC) saw r 

key performances from 
several contributors on the 
afternoon. Freshman Taylor 
Manning tallied two hits on 
the day, including a two-RBI 
single in the bottom of the 


seventh to win Game Two. 
Senior Kayla Wade tallied 
four hits on the day while 
Stephanie Nidiffer and 
Carlv Gonzales each tallied 

J 

two hits on the day. 

"Either team could have 
won,” said softball head 
coach Donlev Canary. 

r" ■> 

“Thank goodness we 
managed to step up and 
make a play at the very end.” 

UTM leaned on dominating 
pitching to pick up the series 
sweep, allowing no earned runs 
on the day. Elizabeth Wiegand 
started in Game One, tossing 
six innings of work while 
striking out five and allowing 
just one walk in the victory. 


Kenzi Tate got the starting 
nod in Game Two, tossing 1.2 
shutout innings and striking 
out one. Casey Vincent 
appeared in relief, striking out 
three in four innings of work. 
Brooke Kennedy appeared in 
both games, shutting down 
the Bruin offense with five 
strikeouts and just one hit in 
2.1 innings of w r ork, picking up 
a win and a save on the day. 

“Ibis whole year we've been 
playing without our number 
one and two pitcher,” Canary 
said “But some of the younger 
ones have really stepped up and 
played, and it has allowed some 
of the younger players...to all 
get in the lineup and play.” 


UTM Sports briefs 



Photo Creoit/Sports Information 


Women’s tennis falls short 
in final road matchup 


Despite a strong showing 
in both singles and doubles 
play, UTM’s womens tennis 
team ultimately could not 
defeat SIU-Ed wards ville. The 
Skyhawks won the doubles 
point on the strong play of Ivon 
Simic and Sarah Candeloro 
as w r ell as Hitomi Naito and 
Burcu Tari. 


In singles play,UTM held a one- 
match advantage going into die 
final two matches; however, the 
Cougars won both, giving them 
the victory. Tie Skyhawks’ season 
will end this week, as they attempt 
to complete an earlier match with 
Belmont before finishing up the 
season against Austin Peay and 
Murray State this weekend. 



Baseball struggles 
in losses to Belmont 


Tie Skyhawk baseball team fell 
into an early hole Sunday, falling 
6—3 to Belmont 

Tie loss marks die third 
consecutive game against the 
Bruins in which UTM was held 
scoreless until die ninth inning. 

Tie Skyhawks were able to 


put up three runs thanks to 
Taylor Cox and Chase Young, 
but ultimately left the tying run 
stranded on base. 

The Skyhawks' next series 
will be a four-game home stand 
against Lipscomb, which will 
begin Tuesday. 
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While you’re home for the summer 
fast track your education, UTC summei 
school can help you achieve your goal 


Classes begin May 14 and J 

Learn more at UTC.edu/ 


une 


ummer 


our students 


The University of Tefinesjee at Chattanooga Is an equal employment opportunity, 
affirmaljvc actlon/Title VI/FItb iX/Sttliuh 5a4/A JA/AI3FA 'hititui^an 


Undergraduate, 
master's and doctoral 
degrees available. 

aduate Admissions (423)425-4662 
Graduate School (423) 425-4666 


UNIVERSITYo/TENNESSEE Ur 


Chattanoog 


Rodeo 

from Cover 

Rogers holds the No, 6 and No. 9 
positions. Lummus holds the No. 
2 position in Tie Down Roping, 
Benjamin Walker holds No. 4, 
Adcock holds the No. 6 position. 
Lane Mitchell and John Aliev are 
tired for No, 13 and Dagenhart 
holds the No. 15 position. 

In the Steer Wrestling event, 
UTM holds four of the top 15 
places. Lummus holds the No, 2 
position, Dagenhart is currently in 
No. 9, Austin Duckett holds No. 14 
and Clayton Mitchell is in the No. 
15 spot. 

In the Team Roping Header event, 
UTM also has four contestants 
hold top 10 positions, John Alley is 
in the No. 3 position, Dagenhart is 
in No. 5, Clayton Mitchell is in the 
No. S and Tucker Kail is holding the 
No. 10 position. 

UTM has three contestants 
holding top 10 positions in the 
Team Roping Healer event. Adcock 
is holding the No, 3 position, Lane 
Mitchell holds the No. 7 position 
and Lummus holds No. 10. 

The womens team also has several 
members ranking in their events as 
well. Kamala Dalton, Kayla Baler, 
Katlyn Brown and Mary Francis 
Gorsuch are ranked at No, 3, No. 5, 
No. 6 and No. 15, respectively in the 
Barrel Racing event. 

In the Breakaway Roping event, 
Savannah Warner is ranked at 

No. 11, Baler is tied tor the No. 12 


position and Lucinda Fletcher is in 
the No. 14 position. 

In the Goat Tying event, Micayla 
Gray is tied for the No, 15 position. 

Each year, the rodeo has broken 
its own attendance record, and they 
hope for a record year this year as 
well. 

“We just do the best we can, and 
hope that it turns out,” Luthi said. 

Prior to Thursday and Friday 
nights’ performances, the Weakley 
County 4-H Mounted Drill Team 
will perform the opening ceremony. 

Thursday night’s event will 
be sponsored by Tyson, Obion 
County Complex, and Tennessee 
Tractor will sponsor Friday’s 
performance. Friday evening will 
also be the “Tough Enough to 
Wear Pink” night; contestants will 
be wearing pink. The audience is 
also encouraged to wear pink that 
evening and show their support for 
breast cancer awareness. 

Saturday will conclude. the 
weekend competition with the 
finals rounds.The top 10 contestants 
from each event will compete for 
the championship spurs, which 
were custom built and designed by 
Dutton Bits & Spurs, 

Tickets to the event can be 
purchased at the door for £7 tor 
UTM students and anyone ages 
6-IS and for S10 for adults. 



-Manning hit a 
walk-off single to 
defeat Belmont on 
Sunday. 

-Manning has had 
29 hits on the year 
thus far, good for 
third overall on the 
team. 


Taylor Manning 

Photo Cfedil /Sports Informal'ion 

































